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Bethany Apartments now accepts 
online donations through justgive.org.  

The òDONATE NOWó button can be 
found at bethanyapartments,org.  

TRUCKS AND  

MOVERS NEEDED! 

Sometimes donors have one or two furni-

ture items that they want to give to Beth-

any Apartments but a re unab le to deliver 

them. If you have a truck and would like 

to help get these items to us, or would be 

willing to help someone that does, please 

call us at 262 -633-9446. 

WISH LIST 

Household 
Paper towels  

Toilet paper  

Ziploc bags  

Dish detergent  

Floor cleaner  

Pine-Sol 

Laundry detergent  

Shower curtain liners  

Grocery store gift cards  

Personal care items  
 

Furnishings 
Gently ðused sofas  

Dressers 

Pots & Pansð larger sizes 

Coffee makers  

Microwaves  
 

Children 
Sidewalk chalk  

Bubbles  

Sponsor field -trip transportation  

 

Pantry 
Canned soup  

Frozen pizzas 

 

The Women We Honor 

806 Wisconsin Avenue   Racine, Wisconsin  53403   262-633-9446 (phone)   262-633-9463 (fax)   www.bethanyapartments.org 

Sanctuary and Strength for Survivors of Domestic Abuse  Since 1990  ·  Spring 2014  

Every spring, around Motherõs Day, participants at Bethany Apartments are asked to reflect on the woman they most honor. Their 
reflections, included below, show a legacy of strength and a pride of self and family.  

 

I honor my daughter Katrina this year because of the way she is juggling her role as a single parent 
to 4 children ñ2 high -schoolers and 2 middle -schoolers. We have a nice, respectful relationship. 
Sheõs proud of me for getting the help that I needed for so long. Iõm proud of her because she 
never gave -up, even though I wasnõt around to help watch the kids. Katrina takes them to school 
and picks them up and  takes them to  their sports. She provides,  is a  good role  model to  her 
children and other single women. She demonstrates boundaries and practices tough love. Sheõs 
been a strong young lady and thatõs why I honor her. 

 

My mom is a wonderful person, she taught me to love school and books. She paid for my educa-
tion. She taught me to be strong, educated, and to never let your dreams go away. I admire her 
because she raised four kids and gave all of us clothes, food, and an education. She was working 
as a secretary and is now a teacher. She is where she wants to be because she applied  a lot of 
effort.  

 

What woman in my life do I most honor? My mother! She was a kind and gentle soul who battled so 
many things and through her hard work and dedication she came out on top! She triumphed over 
an alcoholic tyrant of a father, two failed marriages, two miscarriages, three children, and her own 
struggles with alcoholism and breast cancer. It took her 30 years to realize her dream of being an 
RN, like her own mother, but did it. All the while, my mom personified the words grace and dignity!  
Sadly, my mom passed away almost 3 years ago and I miss her every single day. She was my best 
friend and role model ñmy hero! I know that I have my work cut out for me if I am ever to be half 
the woman that she was! At least when I look in the mirror, I see her face. At least I got that as a 
head start!  

My also  honor my  stepmother Martha! Martha  has qualities that I admire greatly. She is strong,  
determined, principled, fiercely loyal, and has a work ethic like no one Iõve ever known. She loved 
my brothers and me when we were awful and supported us (quite literally at times) when we need-
ed help! She hands us nothing on a silver platter; we have to earn (or at least deserve) it! She has 
stood by my father through things (and at times) that no one else could possibly have. Martha has 
never demanded my love or respect, but has earned both over the years.  

 

My grandma is the woman I honor the most. She is the strongest woman I know. She is a dedi-
cated wife, mother, and grandmother. She always knows what to say. She is the glue that has 
held our family together. Ever since I was a little girl, my best memories are with my grandma.  

 

My mom is the woman I most honor. She had me at 16 years old, without my father helping or 
being there for her or I. She raised and supported me herself. I have always been able to 
count on her for anything. I have been able to talk to her about anything without her judging 
me, knowing that she would give me her honest opinion. Sheõs never counted on a man to 
pay her bills. She taught me that I need to be a role -model to my own children and that de-
pending on myself, not a man, was the only  way to live. Sheõs always been so strong, and  
supported myself and my sister. She also has  always helped me if I needed it with my own  
children. I donõt know what Iõd do without her. 



MOVING FORWARD 

A Message from the Executive Director 
 

As I prepared to begin my new position at Bethany Apartments starting last October, I had all sorts of ideas about 
what it might be like. I knew that the founding Racine Dominicans were who I would follow unconditionally into 
whatever unknown or unimaginable challenges lie ahead. As I look back to that time now, more than six months 
have passed and I canõt even remember what those early notions were. I could not have foreseen the wealth of 
talent and passion among the staff and volunteers who are the proverbial backbone of this important work. I could 
not have envisioned the awesome strength of the women of Bethany, and I certainly could not have known how 
full my heart would become as I got to know the sweet and smart and funny children of Bethany. I was not to even 
imagine the generosity of individuals, organizations, and businesses which provide cash and in -kind donations, sta-
bilizing the very foundation of what Bethany Apartments needs in order to reach and serve the program residents. 
Further, I had no idea of the layers of expertise and commitment within the  consortium  of service providers 
throughout  Racine County in the  arena of providing support and access to resources  among  the most vulnera-
ble of our sisters (and brothers) who face homelessness,  mental health challenges, and other stations of suffering  
in this life,  using their knowledge  and  commitment to truly  make a  difference  toward  bringing the opportunity 
for economic, housing, and human justice to all.  

 
Peace,  
 

Jʮhˉʘ G˓uˉˠʒ 
 
Executive Director  
Bethany Apartments  

Adopt A Wall! 
We are looking for a group or family willing to òadoptó a wall 
in our common area. The wall is the focal point of the room ñ
itõs where we serve dinners, have celebrations, and  congre-
gate for meetings. We want to paint it a warm and welcom-
ing color, use it to display pictures of events, and feature the 
organizations that support us. Right now itõs empty, grey, and 
there are no pictures on it. It doesnõt give an impression of the 
friendly place that is Bethany Apartments. We will supply the 
paint and other supplies ñwe need volunteers to make it hap-
pen.  

If you would like to help us choose a new color, paint the wall, 
and find creative ways to display pictures, please contact us 
at 262 -633-9446 or mail@bethanyapartmens.org.  

Our front (public) lobby is another project we would like to 
work on this spring and summer. Itõs drab and hasnõt seen a 
change in years. We are looking for a group that would be 
willing to assume responsibility for its òmakeover.ó The lobby 
presents a challenge because the walls are tile and cannot 
be painted.  
 
We believe the lobby can be more inviting by adding a few 
items like:  

  ˃A large mirror  
  ˃Coordinated throw pillows  
  ˃A 5x7 area rug  
  ˃Artwork  

 
What ideas do you have? Please contact us at 262 -633-9446 
or mail@bethanyapartments.org if you or your organization 
would like to be a part of this effort or would like to make a 
donation to this project.  

Adopt A Lobby! 

 

ñGive Backò Dinner 
February 4 
A dedicated group of volunteers from SC Johnson has been serving a month-
ly dinner to the families of Bethany Apartments for over a dozen years. The 
women of Bethany Apartments decided, after Januaryõs dinner, that it was 
time to ògive back.ó They hosted a 
dinner in their honor on Tuesday, 
February 4th. Bethanyõs participants 
planned, cooked, and served the 
food, made decorations, and one 
woman made home -made Valen-
tineõs Day cards for each of the vol-
unteers. Baked ham, barbecues, 
cheesy potatoes, cheesecake tarts, 
sushi rice, brownies, homemade sal-
sa and chips, and many other items 
were served on that evening. The 

event was a wonderful way to give back and celebrate the dedication of 
one of one of our  volunteer groups.  
 

Finding Employment 
March 27 
Bethany Apartments celebrated the employment of two participants, Lisa and Jennifer, during March 27thõs weekly 
support group. Lisa works at the Hospitality Center at St. Lukeõs Episcopal 
Church in downtown Racine. Lisa says, òI have really enjoyed working there. 
The most difficult part of my job is not judging people, because I am so used to 
being judged. I have learned to be more open -minded to many different types 
of people and it makes me grateful for the opportunities that I have, and 
makes me want better for others. I enjoy working with people, so any future 
work plans will definitely include working with others and helping them.ó 
 
Lisa is a student in the Human Services Associate Program at Gateway. She 
states, òI am proud to further my education because I disliked high school and 
rarely went. It feels good that I am taking control of my life to better the future 
for myself and my kids. Being at Gateway I was nervous, however it was not as 
bad as I thought it would be. The teachers are great and work with you on 
whatever you need help with.ó 
 

Jennifer is a student in the Health Profes-
sion Opportunity Program (HPOP) at 
Gateway Technical College. She recent-
ly finished her training to be a Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) and found a job 
with Alpha Homes. She helps clients with their daily needs such as cooking, 
cleaning, laundry, shopping, self -care, and also makes sure their medications 
are given on time.  
 
Jennifer will be continuing her health services education through HPOP. She 
states that her education and employment goals include, òBecoming an RN in 
the next few years and pursuing advanced education to become a Nurse Prac-
titioner.ó 
 
Jennifer was asked why she chose the health care field. She said, òChoosing this 
career was easy. Iõm compassionate about others, and I love to help others. Iõve 
been assisting with the health and care of loved -ones since I was a teenager.ó 
She also said, òMy girls love that I am working because they get to go to day-
care after school. I think they enjoy being away from me!ó 

CELEBRATIONS  

 

 

 



 

THE POWER OF VOLUNTEERS 

Over 230 volunteers donated their time 
and talents to Bethany Apartments in 
2013. They never hesitated to help make 
Bethany an inviting place for partici-
pants, staff, and the public.  

Volunteers do more than  keep our build-
ing in order. Their presence lets our  fami-

lies know they are supported by a caring 
community. .They  also help our bottom 
line. Anything that they do to keep our 
house in order frees up funds that we can 
then use to provide services for our fami-
lies. 
 
Group volunteer activities during the past 
year included apartment preparation, 
cleaning, delivering and moving furni-
ture, painting, cooking and serving 
meals, assisting with childrenõs activities, 
painting, and many other jobs.  
 
Some of the organizations that volun-
teered at Bethany Apartments during 
2013 includes:  
 * Alpha Delta Kappa  
 * Community Church  
 * Corporate Volunteer Council of Racine  
 * Progressive Life -Giving Word Cathedral  
 * Lakeside Curative  
 * Proirie School  
 * Carthage College  

Employer sponsored groups included:  
 * Johnson Bank  
 * Johnson Outdoors  
 * SC Johnson  
 * Merchants Moving and Storage  
 * Modine Manufacturing Company  
 * Tri City National Bank  
 * Sealed Air  
 

Individual volunteers also donated their 
time during 2013. They worked in our 
food pantry, prepared mailings, partici-
pated in the annual Point -In-Time count, 
served on our board, helped with fund-
raising, prepared apartments for new 
families, and many other activities.  

Bethany volunteers gave almost 2,100 
hours in service to our program. Their  
combined efforts  are equivalent to a   
full-time position.  

Board Member Highlight 

Karen Harrison, Member Since September 2013 
 

Being a board member is a very important volunteer position at Bethany Apartments with many responsibilities. Board members 
carry out the mission of Bethany Apartments by attending meetings, working on committees, and promoting our program 
throughout the community. This month we are featuring Karen Harrison, one of three current board members that once a partici-
pated in the program at Bethany Apartments.  
 
EDUCATION:  Presently enrolled at Everest University Online in the Paralegal Program, on -schedule with my credits and look for-
ward ñGod willing ñto an October graduation. I have succeeded in making the Deanõs list on more than one occasion and 
plan to go forward and attempt to obtain my bachelors degree in the paralegal field.  
 
FAMILY: My family has moved back to Massachusetts, which gives me plenty of time to focus on my studies. Most importantly, it 
gives me a chance to let my  family see that it is possible to overcome, little by little, from the damage of domestic violen ce.  
Each day is a new beginning. I hold on to it and embrace it as I move through each of the 24 hours Iõve been graced with. 
 
CURRENT COMMITTEES: Being on the board is still very new to me and I am very excited to serve. I am also a member of the De-
velopment Committee, helping with fundraising activities.  
 
INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  My main goal is to become as healthy as possible. I survived 20 years of abuse, both from my abuser 
and also from not caring for my body, and now I want to ògive backó to myself/my physical body for all those years of misuse. I 
want to involve as many others as possible as I make this change. I donõt want it to be like what you see on TV when you make a 
physical transformation, I want it to be real, and take it one day at a time.  
 
FAVORITE LEISURE ACTIVITY: Quiet time, when I donõt need to say or do anything, for as long as possible to have absolute quiet. 
 
FAVORITE QUOTE: Proverbs 3:6ñóIn all your ways acknowledge Him and He will director your path.ó 
 
PAST AND CURRENT IMPRESSIONS OF BETHANY: When I first arrived at Bethany I was scared to no end, and I didnõt like the facili-
ties or anyone there. I was outside my comfort zone and, abusive as my situation was, it was all I knew. It is amazing how ev ent s 
come into play in our lives! This year is my fifth anniversary of being free from abuse. My impression of Bethany now us one of 
PEACE. Thank you, Bethany.  

 

Corporate and Organizational Gifts 
The program at Bethany Apartments is made possible through the generosity of many individuals, corporations, 
groups, and foundations.  Housing, programming, basic necessities, and general operating expenses are met by the 
support of these donors.   

Donations of household items, furnishings, food, and clothing from more than 100 individuals and groups have also 
sustained the program and made living comfortable for the women and children.  

The following corporate gifts and grants were received since August 2013:  

A.C. Buhler Family  
Alpha Delta Kappa  
American Association of University Women  
Andis Company  
Bethania Lutheran Church  
Catholic Community Foundation  
CNH Employees  
Col. L.C. Christensen Charitable and Religious  
   Foundation  
Corporate Volunteer Council of Racine  
Cub Scout Troop 142  
Cub Scout Troop 1131  
Delta Kappa Gamma  
Emmaus Lutheran Church  
Franciscan Ministries  
Gateway Technical College Cosmetology Department  
Girl Scout Troop 5095, Jerstad Agerholm School  
Girl Scout Troop 5099, Fine Arts School  
Green Bay Packers Foundation  
John Paul II Academy  
Johnson Financial  
Johnson Outdoors  
Kind Dentistry  
Knight Barry Title Group  
Ladies of Columbus  
Lake House Health and Learning Center  
Lakeside Curative Services  
Lincoln Villas Communion Service Family  
Manheim Milwaukee  
Merchants Moving & Storage  
Modine Manufacturing, Purchasing Department  
North Cape Elementary School PTO  
North Cape Elementary School,  
   4Kñ2nd Grade Students  
Olympia Brown Unitarian Universalist Church  

Panera Bread through the Racine Chapter  
   of the Daughters of the American Revolution  
PPG Industries Foundation  
Progressive Life-Giving Word Cathedral  
Promotions Unlimited  
Quota International  
Racine Community Foundation, Anonymous Fund  
Racine Community Foundation, Benstead and  
   MacVicar Fund  
Racine Community Foundation, Hamilton Family Fund  
Racine Community Foundation, Josephine Farley and  
   Howard M. Packard Fund  
Racine Community Foundation, Rowland Family Fund  
Racine Community Foundation, St. Lukeõs Hospital  
   Trustees Fund 
Racine Interfaith Coalition  
Racine Police Association  
Racine Tavern League  
Red Hat Group  
Racine Police Association  
Sacred Heart Congregation  
Sacred Journeys Spiritual Community  
Siena West Cluster  
SC Johnson Employees  
SC Johnson Giving, Inc.  
Johnson Outdoors  
St. Joseph School  
St. Lucyõs Catholic Church 
St. Maryõs by the Lake Parish 
St. Paul the Apostle Parish  
St. Richard of Chichester Catholic Parish  
Transition Students, Racine Unified School District  
Tri City National Bank  
United Way of Racine County  
Wheaton Franciscan Services  

Young Donors 
Bethany Apartments is proud that its sup-
porters have no age limits. Our volunteers 
and donors are represented by every 
age group, from grade school to senior 
citizen. Due to the interest our community 
has in the success of our women and chil-
dren, word of our program has spread 
and support has been encouraged.  
We were recently visited by two young 
donors that chose Bethany as the recipi-
ent of their school service projects.  
 
Corinna Barr, student at  McKinley Middle 
School, chose Bethany for her 8th grade 
òPassion Project.ó She made stuffed ani-
mals and presented them to the children 

on April 24th.  

Jake Hendricks, 2nd grader at Jefferson 
Lighthouse School, also chose Bethany for 
his school service project. Jake cleaned 

out  his   
closet and 
delivered 
gently -used 
toys, books, 
and cloth-
ing on April 
28th.  
 
Please con-
tact us if 
you or your 
organization 
would like to 
do a service 
project on 
behalf of 
Bethany 
Apartments.  

Corrinaõs òPassion Projectó creations 

Jakes brings his donation 

into our lobby 



 

 

December 12, 2013  
SC Johnson Volunteers  

Christmas Party  

SC Johnson employees arrive at Bethany 

every month to serve dinner, a tradition 

that started over a decade ago. Every 

December they host a holiday dinner with 

special foods gifts for the women and 

children, and a visit from Santa. (It was 

too cold for Santa to arrive on his Harley 

this year!)  

December 12, 2013  
Girl Talk with Andrea Butler  

Christmas Shopping with Caron 
Butler  

Andrea Butler hosted  an afternoon of 

òGirl Talkó, including a catered lunch, 

manicures and make -up, and talking to 

the women about their lives and con-

cerns. Later that day the children were 

surprised to find out they had their own 

event  -  shopping at Toys òRó Us with NBA 

forward and  home -town hero Caron  

Butler during the evening.  

Corporate Volunteer Council  
Autumn Party  

October 26, 2013  

Autumn treats, crafts, cookie decorating, 

and pizza made for a great time with 

members of Racineõs Corporate Volun-

teer Council. The Councilõs past projects 

in support of Bethany have included mak-

ing pillowcases at Sew ôn Save, a tooth-

brush/toothpaste  drive, school   supply 

drive, Christmas parties, among others.  

Progressive Life -Giving Word     
Cathedral Missionary Society  

November 2, 2013  

The women of PLGW Cathedral brought 

lunch, fellowship, singing, service, and 

kindness to the participants of Bethany 

Apartments. They travel to Bethany from 

Hillside, Illinois twice a year and we look 

forward to seeing them again on Satur-

day, May 17th.  

November 20, 2013  
Modine Manufacturing Company  

Tri City National Bank  
Service Day  

Employees of Modine Manufacturing and 

Tri City National Bank worked alongside 

each other insulating apartments win-

dows. Their hard work was appreciated 

by both staff and residents. It really made 

a difference during our very brutal winter.  

November 21, 2013  
GS Troop 5099, Fine Arts School  

November 12, 2013  

Girl Scout Troop 5099 came to Bethany 
on November 12th. The evening included 
a pizza party as well as the presentation 
of household and pantry items collected 
during their annual drive for Bethany. We 
look forward to seeing them every year!  

December 5, 2013  
Johnson Outdoors  

St. Nick Party  

Johnson Outdoors hosted a St. Nick cele-

bration that included  a catered dinner 

and stockings for all children. Johnson 

Outdoors employees support Bethany 

Apartments in many ways throughout the 

year.  

Thank You Supporters!
 

 

Delta Kappa Gamma 
Cleaning Supply Drive Delivery  

February 7, 2014  

Delta Kappa Gamma holds an annual 

cleaning supply drive for Bethany Apart-

ments. They collect laundry detergent, 

dish soap, window and floor cleaners, 

and buckets. We are grateful and happy 

to say that we are still using the supplies 

they brought in February.  

Alpha Delta Kappa 
�9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�·�V���'�D�\���'�L�Q�Q�H�U 

February 13, 2014  

The second annual Alpha Delta Kappa 

Valentineõs Day dinner was a warm and 

personal event. The women of ADK made 

dinner, brought flowers and candy, gave 

each participant a hand -made brooch. 

and  provided other personal touches.  

April 4, 2014  
Merchants Moving and Storage  

Merchants Moving and Storage donated 

a truck and two movers on a cold and 

rainy afternoon. They arrived with items 

kept in their storage, picked up furniture 

at a donorõs house, and moved items into 

apartments. They are always courteous, 

professional, and friendly. Their service to 

Bethany Apartments is invaluable.  

Lakeside Curative Services  
Weekly Cleaning & Service Projects  

Clients from Lakeside Curative Services 

come to Bethany Apartments every Tues-

day to clean the first and second floors of 

our building. Every week they sweep, 

mop, dust, and vacuum every week. 

Lakeside also supports Bethany staff and 

families by holding school supply drives, 

decorating bulletin boards, and doing 

crafts for our families.  

Police Pals 
Easter Party & Egg Hunt  

April 12, 2014  

Participants in Racine Police Depart-

mentõs new mentoring program, Police 

Pals, came to Bethany Apartments to 

host an Easter Party on Saturday, April 

12th. They provided an Easter egg hunt, 

gift bags, crafts, and lunch during the 

party. It was a great time!  

Easter Baskets  
St. Paul the Apostle Parish and  

Lincoln Villas Communion Service Family  

April 19, 2014  

St. Paul the Apostle and the Lincoln Villas 

Communion Service family have a long 

history with Bethany Apartments. They 

have been creating Easter baskets for the 

women and children for a few years and 

also adopt a family at Christmas. Individu-

al members of the group donate turkeys, 

hams, and other items during Thanksgiv-

ing and Christmas.  

Prairie School  
Service Day  

April 21, 2014  

The arrival of spring means we can start 

deep cleaning! We get a lot accom-

plished thanks to the volunteers of local 

schools, churches, and businesses. We 

welcomed this yearõs first service group, 

Prairie School, on Monday, April 21. The 

students worked on the inside and out-

side the building.  

�6�W�����&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�·�V���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O 
Week With A Purpose  

April 28, 2014  

Freshmen from St. Catherineõs High 

School were our second student volun-

teer group this spring. They continued to 

help us get ready for summer, but, unfor-

tunately could not work outside because 

of heavy rain.  

We will be welcoming more groups in the 

coming months. Please contact us if you, 

or your organization would like to volun-

teer at Bethany Apartments.  

Thank You Supporters! 


